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Check out some of the events coming 
up at branches across the county.

Take a look back at the progress and successes 

we have made in 2025!

A look at some of the key events 
coming up at Central. 

Some of the events this quarter 
at the Auburn Avenue Research 
Library.
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DIRECTOR’S NOTE
Gayle H. Holloman

The plan is that everything 
you encounter at the various 
libraries will be elevated 
and offered with a sense of 
heightened intentionality.

You will have books and 
other materials to address 
your need to know more 
about America 250; the World 
Cup; award winning books; 
classical literature; beach 
reads; specialized materials to 
acquaint or reacquaint you with 
how things ere built; travel; 
history; how things work; new 
ideas; and AI. Books and programs for all ages are available 
for you to explore.

Also, the Library’s ongoing commitment to literacy, digital 
inclusion and partnerships will be on greater display. The 
plan is to make the library the place to be with many events 
happening.

Those events include art and music programs; exercise and 
nutrition classes; languages to explore; poetry readings; 
family time programs; storytime events, virtually and in-
person; and continued opportunities to seek a career by 
taking classes, or tests to obtain your high school diploma or 
get your GED.

You are invited to come to the library and learn more about 
Social Services and Volunteer Services provided and offered 
Additionally, partnerships make available many things for 
your enjoyment or assistance. Many programs and events are

WHAT I’M
READING

underwritten by the Atlanta Fulton Public Library Foundation. Those programs 
include the annual Summer Reading Program; One Book, One Read Event; and 
numerous author talks.

The year 2026 will further demonstrate the Library System’s dedication to fostering 
community, learning, and opportunities by providing accessible and diverse 
resources to all.

Finally, thank you for demonstrating your love of libraries. You made them a huge 
part of your life last year, online and onsite. You responded to surveys stating 
libraries’ importance in your lives; and gave them high points.

Let’s enjoy the Year of the Book!

Your Fulton County Library 
System is dedicated to 2026 
as the Year of the Book!

33
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CELEBRATE NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK IS APRIL 19 - 25!

FIND A BOOK WITH “HAPPY” COLORS

SAY HELLO TO YOUR FAVORITE LIBRARIAN

FIND A SPOT IN THE LIBRARY WHERE YOU FEEL MOST CALM

START A BOOK THAT’S BEEN ON YOUR “TO-BE-READ” LIST

CHECK OUT YOUR BRANCH’S UPCOMING EVENTS

PICK A BOOK FROM YOUR FAVORITE DISPLAY

National Library Week is an annual 
celebration highlighting the 
valuable role libraries and library 
professionals play in transforming 
lives and strengthening our 
communities. 

“Find Your Joy” is the theme of 
this year’s National Library Week! 
It is an invitation for people of 
all backgrounds to explore and 
discover what sparks joy in them 
at the library. 

Here are some ways that you 
might find joy while you visit your 
local library branch!

AT FulcoLIBRARY
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books about libraries
Dear Reader: A Love Letter to 
Libraries by Tiffany Rose

Why We Read: On Book-
worms, Libraries, and Just 
One More Page Before 
Lights Out
by Shannon Reed

The Secret Library
by Kekla Magoon

Help dewey and deci 
find the library!

There’s a library 
adventure waiting for 
everyone—no matter 
your age! Take a peek 
at these delightful titles 
and bring a little library 
magic home with you!

5
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ANNOUNCING THE FIFTH ANNUAL

THE LAST ONE AT
THE WEDDING

BY JASON  REKULAK

We’re very excited to announce our 
fifth annual One Book, One Read! 
Every year, FulcoLibrary selects a 

book to highlight as part of this county-wide 
initiative to foster a love for reading among as 
many residents of Fulton County as possible. 
Branches throughout the Fulton County 
area host book discussions and other events, 
providing an excellent opportunity for 
readers to delve deeper into the themes and 
characters of the book while W with fellow 
reading enthusiasts. This year’s selection is 
The Last One at the Wedding, an edge-of-
your-seat thriller that delves deep into the 
heart of one family by Jason Rekulak, author 
of Hidden Pictures (a national bestseller and 
winner of a Goodreads Choice Award) and 
The Impossible Fortress (a finalist for the Edgar 
Award).

“Engrossing. . . . Rekulak’s characters feel real, 
and the unwavering pace will keep readers up 
all night.”  -Publishers Weekly

Unveiling the 2026 
One Book One Read Selection

FROM THE PUBLISHER:
Frank Szatowski is shocked when his 
daughter, Maggie, calls him for the first time 
in three years. He was convinced that their 
estrangement would become permanent. 
He’s even more surprised when she invites 
him to her upcoming wedding in New 
Hampshire. Frank is ecstatic, and determined 
to finally make things right. He arrives to find 
that the wedding is at a private estate-very 
secluded, very luxurious, very much out of 
his league. It seems that Maggie failed to 
mention that she’s marrying Aidan Gardner, 
the son of a famous tech billionaire. Feeling 
desperately out of place, Frank focuses on 
reconnecting with Maggie and getting to 
know her new family. But it’s difficult: Aidan is 
withdrawn and evasive; Maggie doesn’t seem 
to have time for him; and he finds that the 
locals are disturbingly hostile to the Gardners. 
Frank needs to know more about this family 
his daughter is marrying into, but if he pushes 
too hard, he could lose Maggie forever.

W
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
11:00 - 2:00

MEET JASON REKULAK CHECK OUT THESE READS!

Finished 
The Last One at 

the Wedding?

The Guest List  
by Lucy Foley

A wedding 
celebration turns dark 
and deadly in this 
deliciously wicked and 
atmospheric thriller.

You’re Invited 
by Amanda Jayatissa
What could be 
worse than your ex-
boyfriend marrying 
your childhood 
best friend? Getting 
accused of her 
murder…

Every Vow You Break
by Peter Swanson

A bride’s dream 
honeymoon becomes 
a nightmare when a 
man with whom she’s 
had a regrettable one-
night stand shows up.

Someone Had to Do It
by Amber and Danielle 
Brown
Brandi Maxwell is 
living the dream as an 
intern at prestigious 
New York fashion 
house Simon Van 
Doren.

Central LIbrary
One Margaret Mitchell Sq
Atlanta, GA 30303

w
ith

 M

oderator, Karyn G
reer
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KIDS

WeDo LEGO ROBOTICS
East Roswell
Wednesday, March 4
3:30 pm

Students build cool robotic
models with LEGO® WeDo kits. 
make your robot creations move 
and perform in amazing ways! 
Ages: 6-12

BIOFUN: PLANT POWER!
Northeast Spruill Oaks
Thursday, March 5
4:00 pm

In this hands-on workshop, 
students will learn the basics of 
photosynthesis and what plants 
need to thrive. Perfect for young 
scientists ages 5-11

TEEN ANIME/MANGA CLUB
Adamsville-Collier Heights
Thursday, March 12
3:30 pm

If you love Anime/Manga join us 
for movies, books, games, and 
discussion. This is your
opportunity to hang out with 
other Anime and Manga fans. For 
teens 13-17.

KIDS

FUN WITH QUILTS
College Park
Friday, March 27
10:30 am

Children will enjoy listening to 
stories and making crafts in
recognition of National Quilting 
Month. Reservations for groups 
only. Ages 2-5.

PICCADILLY PUPPETS
Roswell
Thursday, April 9
10:30 am

Piccadilly Puppets presents 
Butterfly Ballad, a show following 
Katy and Kevin Caterpillar 
through the stages of their lives 
– from egg, to caterpillar, to 
chrysalis, to butterfly!

JOURNEY TO LITERACY
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Saturday, May 9
10:30 am

The Junior League of Atlanta 
presents the Journey to Literacy 
StoryTime. Bring your little one 
for a fun hour of stories and 
crafting. Intended for ages 3-5.

fulcoKIDS
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ADULT Events

InspiredU’s Adult Digital Literacy Program provides 
training for adults who lack basic computer skills. As 
technology becomes increasingly essential in the 
workplace and everyday life, many individuals in 
economically disadvantaged communities face barriers 
due to limited digital literacy.
 
The program supports parents in gaining confidence with 
digital platforms used in education, enabling them to 
better assist their children. Additionally, participants will 
develop transferable workplace skills that can improve 
career opportunities. Access to digital tools at home also 
increases engagement with telehealth services, online 
banking, and research resources.

NEWpartnership

March 17 (5pm-7pm) - Sandy Springs Library
March 24 (10:30am-12:30pm) - South Fulton Library 
April 7 (10:30am-12:30pm) - Northside Library
April 14 (5pm-7pm) - East Roswell Library
April 28 (10:30am-12:30pm) - Hapeville Library 
May 5 (10:30am-12:30pm) - Washington Park Library
May 19 (10:30am-12:30pm) - OCEE Library
May 26 (10:30am-12:30pm) - Ponce de Leon Library

This partnership is made possible by a grant from

Milton Library / Saturday, April 11
Library Hours

Enjoy a full-day mini-con-
vention with guest au-
thors, panels, workshops, 
cosplay, gaming, and 
much more!

MOBILE CAREER CENTER
First Tuesday Every Month  / 10:00 am-2:00 pm
Palmetto

Join us once a month for a career assistance 
program that includes job search assistance, 
resume writing, job training, and digital training.

SOJOURNER TRUTH: A WOMAN OF JUSTICE
Saturday, March 14  / 11:00 am
East Point

Join us for a live performance of Sojourner 
Truth: A Woman of Justice presented by Dr. 
Binta Masani.

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH MOVIE
Monday, March 16  / 1:00 pm
Cascade

Sarah’s Oil (2025) Starring Naya Desir-Johnson 
Zachery Levi, and Sonequa Martin-Green

WOMEN & WORDS
Saturday, March 21 / 1:00-4:00 pm
Wolf Creek

Celebrating Women’s Voices: Join numerous 
authors for an afternoon of live author readings 
& book signings!

FUTURE-PROOF YOUR BUSINESS
Thursday, March 26 / 2:00 pm
Cascade

Business owners, strengthen your online 
presence and position your business for long-
term growth.

CANVAS AND VERSE
Saturday, April 18 /  2:00-4:45 pm
Cascade

Participants will create artwork inspired by 
poetry and generate new accompanying lines of 
poetry as they see their painting evolve. 

MALCon
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In-Person
Programs
1,332

In-Person
Attendees
17,742

GED Tests
Administered
681

GED  Test
Takers
345

Total number of GED Graduates:  681

Best Buy Teen 
Tech Center 
Programs
617

Best Buy Teen 
Tech Center 
Attendees
1,982

Art Gallery 
Exhibits
322

Art Gallery 
Guests
9,956

Event Space 
Bookings
43

Event Space 
Guests
3,757

Career Online High School	
251	 Applicants
39	 Applicants who completed  
                      prerequesites
25	 Scholarship recipients
9	 Graduates

CENTRAL
LIBRARY

New Followers
359
Total Followers
10,729
Visits
61,815
Interactions
23,457

New Followers
1,847
Total Followers
2,554
Visits
4,004
Interactions
22,027

New Followers
1,490
Total Followers
7,568
Visits
n/a
Interactions
15,031

New Subscribers
219
Total Subscribers
1,134
Video Views
60,874
Interactions
364,443

ON THE SOCIALS

BOOKS AND MATERIALS

Hoopla 
Checkouts
499,727

Physical 
Checkouts
2,330,120

Libby 	
Checkouts
1,410,620

Digital 	
Checkouts
2,184,153

Kanopy	
Users
100,236

Digital 	
Users
473,990

TOTAL LIBRARY 
VISITS

18,052,158

In-Person
Visits

2,527,390

Website 
Visits

15,524,768

Chromebook Circulations
2,550

Ask-a-Librarian Total Assisted
3,282

Customer 
Satisfaction

96%

Newsletter 
Subscribers

181,987

 YEAR IN REVIEW
2025
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Author Visit In-
Person Attendees: 
250

Number of Book 
Clubs: 33

Book Club 
Attendees: 170

In-Person
Programs
69

In-Person
Attendees
2,550

Research Support
Hours:  681

Program Support
Hours:  681

Conference 
Attendees
447

Conference
Programs
29

AUBURN AVENUE
RESEARCH 
LIBRARY

Total 
Programs
10,237

Total 
Attendees
172,888

CHILDREN

TEEN

ADULT

Programs
3,834

Programs
973

Programs
5,430

Attendees
99,107

Attendees
10,315

Attendees
63,466

LIBRARY
PROGRAMS

volunteer services
Total 
Volunteers
7,080

New 
Volunteers
802

Processed 
Applications
802

Shelving 
Volunteers
734

Program 
Volunteers
1,960

Total Volun-
teer Hours
49,575

Total Number 
Friends’ Groups
23

Branches Hosting 
Volunteers
27

OU
TR

EA
CH Outreach Activities:  26

Individuals 
Served
9,603

Library Cards 
Issued
176

SOCIAL
SERVICES

Ask A Social Worker 
Events:  133

Patrons Served:
1,076

Housing Referals: 328

Helping Mamas: 1,373

Computer Assistance: 51

Book Club Virtual
Attendees: 259

11
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CENTRAL LIBRARY
CREATIVX LAB @
BEST BUY TEEN TECH CENTER

READ HER STORYTIME: 
QUILTS & TAR BABY

EmpowerHER: ART IN RESIDENCE 
WITH CARLITA SCARBORO-VASQUEZ, 
BONITA MARTIN, AND REINILDA BLAIR
February 17 - May 18 / 3:30 pm

Central Library partners with Fulton County Arts 
and Culture to launch the EmpowerHER Artist 
Residency program. The EmpowerHER campaign 
is a celebration of women in art. This Spring will 
feature artists, Carlita Scarboro-Vazquez in Studio 
A, Bonita Martin in Studio B, and Relinda Blair in 
Studio C.

Tuesdays, March 3rd - May 19th / 4:00 - 6:00 pm

Sharpen your digital media skills and prepare for pathways in 
tech through technology-based workshops on AI, Engineering, 
web design, and more with S.T.E.A.M. advocates at We Create 
Tech. 

Wednesday, March 11th
4:00 - 5:00 pm

Celebrate author and quilter Faith 
Ringgold with a Quilt Storytime, 
featuring her book Tar Beach. Then, 
create your own quilt using fabric 
pieces (while supplies last)! No 
registration required. Ages 3-12.

COMMUNITY POETRY BOARD
Ongoing, Month of April
Library Hours

Make your own mini-poem using our 
word cut-outs!

GENEALOGY FOR BEGINNERS
Thursdays, March - May
3:00 pm

An introductory class to getting 
started in Genealogy.

MYSTERY PUZZLE HOUR
May 18
4:00 pm

Test your logic skills by solving a 
series of puzzles for all levels.
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Auburn Avenue

FENCES
Saturday, March 28
12:30 pm
A former Negro League baseball 
player navigates family, pride, race, 
and deferred dreams in 1950s 
Pittsburgh.

A RAISIN IN THE SUN
Saturday, April 25
12:30 pm
The Younger family confronts 
questions of dignity, ambition, and 
housing discrimination on Chicago’s 
South Side.

BELOVED
Saturday, May 23
12:30 pm
A former enslaved woman’s past 
returns in ways both intimate and 
supernatural.

SATURDAY MATINEE
FILM SERIESfilm series

ATLANTA IS... 
PODCAST Q&A + 
PRODUCER PANEL
Tuesday, March 3rd / 11:30 am

Dive into the creative process behind 
“Atlanta Is…”—the documentary 
podcast uncovering the city’s lesser-
known histories, cultural moments, 
and community legends. Join award-
winning Atlanta‑based journalists 
Maurice Garland, Christina Lee, and 
Jewel Wicker for an in-depth Q&A on 
how the series came together and 
why elevating these voices matters. 
From music and film to education, 
politics, entrepreneurship, nightlife, 
and more, “Atlanta Is…” uncovers 
stories that are rarely told—or never 
fully explored.

AUTHOR TALK: DR. 
JELANI COBB
Tuesday, March 24th / 6:30 pm

Charis and the Auburn Avenue 
Research Library welcome Dr. 
Jelani Cobb in conversation with 
Errin Haines for a celebration of 
Three or More Is a Riot: Notes 
on How We Got Here. Cobb’s 
work as a reporter takes readers 
to the front lines of new social 
movements-around guns, gender 
violence, sexual harassment, race, 
policing, and on and on-and an 
equally powerful backlash that 
abetted the rise of the MAGA 
movement.
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Have you ever wondered what it would be like to learn a 
new language? What about learning English as a second 
language? Not sure where to start? The best place to begin 

your new language journey is your local Fulton County library 
branch! Most branches offer a variety of beginner language and 
ESL classes that are free to the public. These courses provide 
participants a chance to learn a new language in a safe, inviting 
environment where they learn how to speak effectively and foster 
a long-lasting connection as the class works together to become 
familiar with the new language. This connection is enhanced 
when the group comes together to share food, beverages, and 
experiences from their own unique cultures with everyone else 
through a “Friendsgiving Gathering”. These typically occur every 
year around the holidays at several branches. Katie Mildenhall 
teaches the ESL For Beginners class at the Roswell library and 
shared, “This year was our 2nd annual Friendsgiving event! It 
is a wonderful time to allow the students to engage with one 
another in a more casual setting. They love trying new foods 
that their classmates bring and it’s also a time for them to 
share specialties from their home countries.”  

These are a few examples of how the library fosters a safe and 
inviting space for those who wish to learn a new language. 
Other ESL and foreign language classes across the system also 
participate in similar programs, such as the Alpharetta and 
East Roswell Library language classes which also hosted their 
own Friendsgiving potluck event in the past. It is this type of 
community involvement that makes volunteer led programs 

FRIENDSGIVING!
CELEBRATING

The esl class at the buckhead library celebrates 
friendsgiving

Language learners at the East Roswell branch gather ‘round the table

the gang at the roswell branch prep their 
friendsgiving feast.

at the Fulton County Library System so special 
because of the new connections and experiences 
that will grow while learning a new language at 
your local library. 

Please visit the library’s website (fulcolibrary.
org) to learn more about ESL and other language 
programs offered throughout the year at your 
local library! If you are interested in sharing your 
talents or skills to the community as a volunteer 
who leads programs, then please visit the library 
website to learn about the volunteer application 
process and who to reach out to for more 
information.	

VOLUNTEER SERVICES

14
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Having employment is a requirement for many of 
us; however, finding employment can be quite 
challenging for everyone. There may be times 

when we know exactly what field we want to go into 
and there may be other times when we have no idea. 
From employment for teenagers to employment for 
senior citizens, WorkSource Fulton is a great community 
partner that provides an array of services to help you 
with your job search by offering the tools, resources and 
connections that are needed to get started. They are 
currently partnered with nine library branches and will 
add two additional branches this year. Please see the 
events page on our website to see their schedule. 

CHALLENGES
OVERCOMING

In current times, there are quite a few grandparents 
raising their grandchildren and eventually end up 
feeling overwhelmed with understanding the legal 
process and the impact this decision may have on 
their benefits. Legal Aid Atlanta launched a new 
partnership with the Metropolitan branch to offer 
free legal assistance and resources to grandparents 
or relative/non-relative caregivers. If you have 
custody and adoption questions or questions 
about understanding the impact of adoption on 
benefits, this would be a great event for you to 
register to attend.

OUTREACH

During the spring months of March, April, and May, the Bookmobile 
will be on the road and visiting some of Fulton County’s wonderful 
parks, bringing library services, books and a complimentary 

bottle of water to those enjoying the outdoors, whether you’re walking, 
exercising, or simply relaxing in the fresh air. We invite you to stop by and 
visit the Bookmobile to check out books, learn about library resources or 
just to say hello!

Wills Park
11925 Wills Rd.
Alpharetta, GA 30009
Friday, March 13, 2026
11:00am – 12:00pm

Old National Park
2400 Pleasant Hill Rd.
Atlanta, GA 30349
Friday, March 27, 2026
11:00am – 12:00pm

Rock Mill Park
3100 Kimball Bridge Rd.
Alpharetta, GA 30022
Friday, April 10, 2026
11:00am – 12:00pm

Wilkerson Mill-Farris Park
8095 Wilkerson Mill Rd.
Palmetto, GA 30268
Friday, May 15, 2026
11:00am – 12:00pm

LIBRARIESON THE MOVE

SOCIAL SERVICES

15
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CENTRAL LIBRARY
One Margaret Mitchell Square 
Atlanta • 404.612.8700

AUBURN AVENUE  
RESEARCH LIBRARY
101 Auburn Avenue NE 
Atlanta • 404.613.4001

ALPHARETTA
10 Park Plaza 
Alpharetta • 404.613.6735

CLEVELAND AVENUE
47 Cleveland Avenue SW 
Atlanta • 404.613.6850

EVELYN G. LOWERY  
LIBRARY AT CASCADE
3665 Cascade Road SW 
Atlanta • 404.613.7000

BUCKHEAD
296 Buckhead Ave NE 
Atlanta • 404.613.7350

ADAMSVILLE/COLLIER 
HEIGHTS
3424 Martin Luther King Jr., Dr,  
Atlanta • 404.613.7330

ADAMS PARK
2231 Campbellton Rd. 
Atlanta • 404.612.9200

COLLEGE PARK
3647 Main Street 
Atlanta • 404.612.9601

DOGWOOD
1838 Donald Lee Hollowell 
Pkwy NW, Atlanta • 404.612.3900

EAST POINT 
2757 Main Street 
East Point • 404.613.1050

EAST ATLANTA 
400 Flat Shoals Ave. SE  
Atlanta • 404.613.7320

HAPEVILLE
525 King Arnold Street 
Hapeville • 404.612.8840

GLADYS S. DENNARD  
LIBRARY AT SOUTH FULTON
4055 Flat Shoals Road 
Union City • 404.613.3092

EAST ROSWELL 
2301 Holcomb Bridge Road 
Roswell • 404.613.4050

FAIRBURN 
60 Valley View Drive 
Fairburn • 404.613.5750

JOAN P. GARNER LIBRARY AT 
PONCE DE LEON
980 Ponce de Leon Avenue NE, 
Atlanta • 404.613.7310

KIRKWOOD
11 Kirkwood Road NE 
Atlanta • 404.613.7200

MECHANICSVILLE
400 Formwalt St SW 
Atlanta • 404.613.6820

MILTON
855 Mayfield Road 
Milton • 404.613.4402

METROPOLITAN
1332 Metropolitan Pkwy SW,  
Atlanta • 404.613.5772

NORTHEAST/SPRUILL OAKS
9560 Spruill Road 
Johns Creek • 404.613.7300

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
409 John Wesley Dobbs Ave. 
Atlanta • 404.613.9890

LOUISE WATLEY LIBRARY AT 
SOUTHEAST ATLANTA
1463 Pryor Road 
Atlanta • 404.613.5771

NORTHSIDE
3295 Northside Parkway NW 
Atlanta • 404.613.6870

NORTHWEST
2489 Perry Boulevard NW 
Atlanta • 404.613.4364

WASHINGTON PARK
1116 Martin Luther King Jr 
Drive, Atlanta • 404.612.0110

WEST END
525 Peeples Street SW 
Atlanta • 404.613.8000

WOLF CREEK
3100 Enon Road 
Atlanta • 404.613.4255

SANDY SPRINGS
395 Mount Vernon Hwy 
Sandy Springs • 404.612.7000

ROSWELL 
115 Norcross Street 
Roswell • 404.612.9700

PEACHTREE
1315 Peachtree Street NE 
Atlanta • 404.885.7830

OCEE 
5090 Abbotts Bridge Rd. 
Johns Creek • 404.613.6840

PALMETTO
9111 Cascade Palmetto Hwy 
Palmetto • 404.613.4075

All libraries open Monday through Tuesday from 10 AM - 8 PM and Wednesday through Saturday from 10 AM to 6 PM. 

Library Access is published four times a year by the staff of 
the FulcoLibrary Marketing Department.


